
 Jesus Calls Matthew  
to Be His Friend 

Matthew 9:9-13  
  

  Digging Into the Heart of God. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use.  
Image Credit: Viktor_Gladkov/iStock/Getty Images Plus

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus calls a tax collector named 

Matthew to be a disciple. When the 
religious leaders see Jesus eating with 

Matthew and his friends, they don’t 
approve. They think tax collectors are 

scum. But Jesus is our friend. 

Bible Point:  
Jesus is our friend, 

so we’re good friends to others.

“A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need” 
(Proverbs 17:17).

Talk About This… 
• What qualities do you look for in a friend?

Family Together Time 
Show kids your old friends! 

• Dust off the old yearbooks and show kids 
pictures of the people you were friends with 
in high school and college. 

• If you’re really brave, find the notes they 
wrote in your yearbooks! 

• Share what made those friends good friends. 
• You could also “introduce” your kids to your 

old friends by showing them their current 
social media profiles. 

• Let your kids share why their friends are such 
good friends, too.

Church Announcements 
• Even though we can’t meet in person at church, I 

encourage you to keep our connection strong by 
tuning in to our church services and Sunday 
school ONLINE! 

• Practice FISHING FOR MEN, like we heard about 
in today’s puppet show. It’s easy! All you have to 
do is be a friend. 

• Call a friend, grandma or grandpa and have a nice 
visit. You could make a list of people you haven’t 
spoken to in a while and make it an assignment to 
reach out to one person each day. You can be a 
difference maker! 

• Pray for people who are difference makers in your 
life. Teachers, family, friends, pastors or doctors 
are just a few suggestions. Make a list of people 
as a reminder to pray for others. 


